English: Story 1, Phase 2

INTERDIOCESAN CONSULTATION PHASE II 

INTRODUCTION TO REFLECTION 1

The theme for Phase II of the Interdiocesan Consultation is “The Nature of the Church.” We are all members of the Church and we are all called to be witnesses to the Lord by the way we live our faith. 

To help us understand and deepen our relationship with the Lord and how the Church is the instrument by which Christ can be made present in the world the following methodology for Phase II is being used so that every person can participate individually and with others. 

Use the following steps with each reflection story. 
Read the story, once or twice alone or with others.  

Reflect on its deeper meaning in silence. 

Begin to share/discuss the questions.

Ask yourself how this exercise has deepened your insight into your faith/relationship with the
 Lord/understanding of the Church. 

FOR ME, LIFE IS CHRIST

(It is suggested that in this reflection more personal reflection and silence be allowed for personal experience of Christ presence in one’s life).

1. Opening Prayer: A hymn is sung and the Facilitator invites one or two members to open the meeting with a prayer.
2. Story: The Pizza Festival

In a small village of Mary Mount, the residents were invited to attend a Pizza festival. All were presented with a colourful recipe book about pizzas, which brilliantly explained the history of pizza, different kinds of pizzas that are available and the methods for making pizzas. The disappointing factor was however, no real pizza was offered. Many went home disappointed.
Sharing 
· What would be your expectations when receiving such an invitation and attending the Pizza Festival? 
· What is the difference between knowing about pizza and actually eating it? 
· In our Christian/faith journey, is it possible that we too can talk about Jesus without getting in touch with him as a person as what happened at the Pizza festival?

3. Christ Reveals Himself to Paul

Let us read from Acts 9; 1- 19 and hear how Paul encountered Jesus on his way to Damascus. Let the group pick out words or short phrases from the text and remain with them for a while. This should be done in a prayerful way.

Summary

(The Facilitator may read the following to sum up the findings of the group).

· A light from the sky flashed round him

· He fell and heard the voice

· Jesus revealed himself to Paul, “I am Jesus”

· The Damascus event was the overwhelming personal encounter with Christ.

· Paul was seized by the Risen Lord

· It was a turning point in his life

· His life changed

· It gave a complete different direction for his life.

· He experienced Jesus as light and love.

· He heard Jesus calling “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting”

· Jesus took possession of Paul establishing an unbreakable personal 


relationship between himself and Paul.
· He became an instrument of God
Sharing
1. Can you remember hearing the voice of Jesus calling you? 
2. What does it mean to you to know Jesus? Or who is Jesus in your life?

3. Can you remember  an incident   which you consider as a turning 
point in your life like that of Paul?

4. Jesus revealed himself to Paul, “I am Jesus”  How does Jesus 

reveal himself in our Church community/Parish?
5.  Is there anything that has helped you to experience the presence of Jesus in our Parish Community?
4. Reviving our Relationship with Jesus 
 (There must be practical things suggested and acted upon. The What!  How! Who!  Where!  When! Must be borne in mind)
1. What can I do as  an individual in my personal  search for a 
deeper encounter with Jesus? 
2. How can we as a Parish  revive and foster our: 
· Personal
· Family  and
· Parish relationship with Christ?

Summary

(The following could be added to the findings of the group)

· To establish a personal relation with Jesus by providing time for personal prayer, individual and group retreats
· Encouraging neighbours to come and pray together
· Set time for family prayers

· To know him  not just as a historical figure  by deepening our understanding and knowledge of Scriptures
· Receiving sacraments regularly which are signs of his presence among us as one  who is alive 

· To know him as the one who influences our lives

· Listen to the gentle voice of Jesus that speaks to us all the time

5.
Closing Prayer 
The Facilitator invites members of the group to sing a hymn and to offer spontaneous Prayers.
6. 
Further Reflections towards deepening our relationship with Jesus

(The following texts may help us in our further reflection in strengthening our relationship with Jesus)
1. Philippians 1:21

“For me life is Christ”

2. Philippians 3:7-8

“For his sake I have accepted the loss of all things and I consider them so much rubbish, that I may gain Christ”. 
3. Romans 8:35-39
            “Who can separate us from the love of Christ?”
4. Galatians 2: 19 - 20
             “It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me”
5. Galatians 1:11-12
             “It was Jesus Christ himself who revealed it to me”
6. Philippians 1: 22-23
“I long to  depart this life and be with Christ”
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INTERDIOCESAN CONSULTATION PHASE II 

INTRODUCTION TO REFLECTION 2

The theme for Phase II of the Interdiocesan Consultation is “The Nature of the Church.” We are all members of the Church and we are all called to be witnesses to the Lord by the way we live our faith. 

To help us understand and deepen our relationship with the Lord and how the Church is the instrument by which Christ can be made present in the world the following methodology for Phase II is being used so that every person can participate individually and with others. 

Use the following steps with each reflection story. 

Read the story, once or twice alone or with others.  

Reflect on its deeper meaning in silence. 

Begin to share/discuss the questions.

Ask yourself how this exercise has deepened your insight into your faith/relationship with the

 Lord/understanding of the Church. 

A CALL TO FRIENDSHIP WITH CHRIST

1. Opening Prayer: A hymn is sung and the Facilitator invites one or two people to 
             to open with a prayer and invite the presence of the Lord.
2. Story

(A member of the group reads the story and followed by discussion)

Anne had a good friend by the name of Gloria. They spent lots of time together and played in the same local netball club. They shared with each other about themselves, their joys, hurts and aspirations in life.

Anne however had a secret which she did not want to share with Gloria. Secretly she studied the French language through a correspondence course. She knew that knowing French would open better chances for her to find a well paid job in the country and abroad.

Sharing:

· What do you think of the friendship of Anne and Gloria?

· What would be the reason for Anne not to tell Gloria that she was learning French?

· Do you have a similar experience that you want to share? 

· What reasons may make people not to share things that they think would change their lives for the better even with their best friend?

· What do you expect of a best and true friendship   ?

3. Jesus gives the best example of real friendship
We read from John 15: 13-17 and hear how a real friendship should be according to the mind of Jesus.

(Let the group pick out short phrases or words from the text and encourage them to stay with these to get in touch with themselves. While all silent may be the facilitator could read the following slowly and prayerfully).
· “You are my friends”

· “The greatest love a person can have”

· “To give his life for his friends”

· “The servant does not know what his master is doing”    

· “I call you friends”

· “I have told you everything I have learnt from my Father”

· “You did not choose me, I chose you”

· “Love one another”

Summary:    

Jesus gives us a most radical example of real friendship.

· His friendship is unselfish love

· He is ready to die for his friends

· Jesus does not hold back any secrets. 

· There is no fear in revealing things that he knows about his Father

· All that he has received from the Father he has shared with us. 

· Jesus has offered his love and friendship in advance and does not wait for us to love him first. “You did not choose me, I chose you”
4. Deepening our relationship with Jesus

(Let people go into small groups, read one of the texts below and answer the following question:

How does the text help us understand our intimate union and friendship with Christ as an individual, a family and Parish Community?

1) Matthew 9; 14-15
   
[Jesus, the bridegroom]

2) Matthew 11; 16-19
 
[Jesus the friend of outcasts]

3) Matthew 18; 20 

[Jesus remains with us]

4) Luke 11; 5-10

 [A  friend opens the door]

5) Romans 5; 8-11

 [Through Christ God has shown how much he loves us]

6) Ephesians 1; 4-6 

[Through Christ we belong to God] 

7) Ephesians 1; 9-11

[God’s secret plan revealed]

8) Galatians2; 19-20 

[Christ lives in me]    

5. Summary 

· Jesus compares his relationship with his friends to the relationship between a bride and bridegroom. This is one of the deepest forms of friendship and an intimate union between two people who love each other.

· Jesus accepts us as we are, even if we are sinners and outcasts.

· Jesus is the one who gave his life for his friends so that all of us can be united with God. 

· St Paul rejoices over the intimate union between himself and Christ who lives in him.
6. Our relationship with Jesus

Jesus has shown us the best and the most radical example of real friendship. Let us examine ourselves as to how we respond to his friendship by reflecting on the following personal questions:

(There must be practical things suggested and acted upon. The What! How! Who!  Where!  When! must be borne in mind)

· Who is Jesus to me and how do I see him in my life?

· How has the Parish Community helped me to see Jesus as a friend?

· How do I relate to him in prayer?

· What steps do I take to strengthen and develop my friendship with Jesus and one another in my daily life? 

· At times we are afraid to share things we regard as important in our lives as did Anne in the story. How has my parish/ SCC helped me to overcome this fear?

· Suggest the things we can do in our parish to help one another to be open and ready to share as we respond to his invitation to love him.

7. Closing Prayer
The Facilitator invites members of the group to sing a hymn and to offer spontaneous Prayers.
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INTERDIOCESAN CONSULTATION PHASE II 

INTRODUCTION TO REFLECTION 3


The theme for Phase II of the Interdiocesan Consultation is “The Nature of the Church.” We are all members of the Church and we are all called to be witnesses to the Lord by the way we live our faith. 

To help us understand and deepen our relationship with the Lord and how the Church is the instrument by which Christ can be made present in the world the following methodology for Phase II is being used so that every person can participate individually and with others. 

Use the following steps with each reflection story. 

Read the story, once or twice alone or with others.  

Reflect on its deeper meaning in silence. 

Begin to share/discuss the questions.

Ask yourself how this exercise has deepened your insight into your faith/relationship with the

 Lord/understanding of the Church. 

EVANGELISATION

Group session 1:

After breaking into groups, invite some members to lead opening prayers – a hymn or two if possible – then read the following story and try to relate to it through the questions that follow.

Nosipho is today a very active youth leader in her home parish. She is married and she has a family of her own.

After she wrote matric she spent a few years finding her way before she decided to go on to university to study as a social worker. While at school she had became involved in the Education for Life and it made a very deep impact on her way of life. So after school she gave much of herself to helping other young people discover the values of the Christian life through the Education for Life and when she went to university she went with the desire to come back and work for youth.

She and her husband, Pule, are both convinced that the virtues that Jesus taught make us better people. They reach out to others, especially young people, within the parish and outside of the parish, with the desire to bring people into contact with Jesus. At first young people would gather each evening at their home to pray and read the scriptures but when the number increased they arranged to use a room at the parish. This is a regular feature in the life of the parish and in their home. The outreach to young people not only brought meaning to many but has also provided a firm foundation where many young people feel at home.

At a review meeting in the local parish pastoral council, Nosipho said, “When I think back to the happy experiences I had during my years at high-school as a member of the Youth for Christ, the slogan was ‘I have come that you may have life to the full’’ (John 10:10) and how I experienced that Fr. John and Sr. Bernadette and other friends like John-Paul had made a choice to change their behaviour and live the Christian life, I was so excited about it and I am still excited about it. St. Paul’s words still echo in my heart: ‘When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory’. (Colossians 3:4) And that the whole programme was peer-to-peer based helped me understand that Christian living was not only a private thing for me but something to be shared with my peers.”

· What is Youth for Christ and the Education for Life youth programme about? What do you think it would have meant for Nosipho and Pule?

· What do you understand about Evangelisation? What makes Youth for Christ and Education for Life excellent examples of Evangelisation?

· What are the results of Evangelisation? What fruits of Evangelisation are identified in the story above? 

· Nosipho experienced joy as an urgency to share with others. Can you relate a similar experience of your own?

Group session 2:

Read the following text from par. 12 of the document for preparation for the next Synod of Bishops.

The responsibility of announcing and proclaiming is not the work of a single person or a select few, but a gift given to every person who confidently responds to the call of faith. Nor is transmitting the faith a specialised work assigned to a group of people or specifically designated individuals, but an experience of every Christian and the entire Church. Through this experience the Church continually rediscovers her identity as a People united by the call of the Spirit, who brings us together from the countless areas of everyday living to experience Christ’s presence among us and, thereby, to discover God as Father. “The lay faithful, in virtue of their participation in the prophetic mission of Christ, are fully part of this work of the Church. Their responsibility in particular, is to testify how the Christian faith constitutes the only fully valid response – consciously perceived and stated by all in varying degrees – to the problems and hopes that life poses to every person and society. This will be possible if the lay faithful will know how to overcome in themselves the separation of the Gospel from life, to again take up in their daily activities in family, work and society, an integrated approach to life that is fully brought about by the inspiration and strength of the Gospel.” (Pope John Paul II, Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Christefideles laici, no. 34)

For group work:

· People who have met Jesus and who experience his power want to tell others all about it. They don’t want to hide it. Which points in the passage above says this?

· Who do you know to be a good example of an evangeliser? What in the above story would describe that person?

· In what way do you evangelise? Does the above passage say anything about you?

I Peter 3:21

Baptism ... now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a clear conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Read from Luke 10:1-9

1 After this the Lord appointed seventy others, and sent them on ahead of him, two by two, into every town and place where he himself was about to come.

2 And he said to them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest. 3 Go your way; behold, I send you out as lambs in the midst of wolves.

4 Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and salute no one on the road.

5 Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house!' 6 And if a son of peace is there, your peace shall rest upon him; but if not, it shall return to you. 7 And remain in the same house, eating and drinking what they provide, for the labourer deserves his wages; do not go from house to house. 8 Whenever you enter a town and they receive you, eat what is set before you; 9 heal the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.' 10 But whenever you enter a town and they do not receive you, go into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off against you; nevertheless know this, that the kingdom of God has come near.'

For further reflection:

· What do the above texts say to you about your evangelising role as a baptised member of the Church? 

· What do you think of the following quote: “Jesus sends his disciples out to preach in twos in order to teach us silently that whoever fails in charity towards his neighbour should by no means take upon himself the office of preaching.” (St. Gregory the Great, Pope) 

· Is there a connection between what I Peter refers to as a renewed conscience and the reference to the dust on the feet of Luke? What does the experience of the Risen Christ have to do with conscience?

· What makes anyone an evangeliser?

Group Session 3:

Ask each member to propose an action which would follow-up on the group sharing above. For example:

· What are we doing about Catholics who no longer associate with us?

· What more can we do through catechism for the young and those who want to join the Church

Then share with each other the import and the significance of each proposal and set one proposal forward as an action for the whole group deciding the following:

· Who will be responsible for what action?

· Who will give support in doing the action?

· Prepare a time-frame

· How will the follow-up be measured?
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INTERDIOCESAN CONSULTATION PHASE II 

INTRODUCTION TO REFLECTION 4


The theme for Phase II of the Interdiocesan Consultation is “The Nature of the Church.” We are all members of the Church and we are all called to be witnesses to the Lord by the way we live our faith. 

To help us understand and deepen our relationship with the Lord and how the Church is the instrument by which Christ can be made present in the world the following methodology for Phase II is being used so that every person can participate individually and with others. 

Use the following steps with each reflection story. 

Read the story, once or twice alone or with others.  

Reflect on its deeper meaning in silence. 

Begin to share/discuss the questions.

Ask yourself how this exercise has deepened your insight into your faith/relationship with the

 Lord/understanding of the Church. 

THE PARISH - THE CHURCH AS FAMILY

Group session 1:

After breaking into groups, invite some members to lead opening prayers – a hymn or two if possible – then read the following story and try to relate to it through the questions that follow.

Fr. Thabo is a parish priest of a very active parish. There are fifteen sodalities and groups in the parish. There are the usual sodalities like the Legion of Mary who visit the sick and families in trouble; there is the St. Vincent de Paul who reach many poor and unemployed as well as run projects for income generation; the Catholic Women’s League organise days of prayer and reflection for women and have a special outreach to troubled youth with drug problems. There is the Pioneer Abstinence Association, a Guild for Nurses and youth groups like Education for Life and the Chiro. There are other organisations which are found only in this parish – like four different youth groups catering for different interests among youth – soccer, music and dancing, outreach to youth in problems and difficulties. There are three different family groups each with a different aim: the Schoenstatt Movement, Couples for Christ, and Marriage Encounter. Finally, there are groups who come together to do specific things in the parish like catechists, altar servers, liturgical preparation and preparing the church – cleaning and decorating –they came from the different organisations and sodalities. There is still one other organisation not mentioned: can you guess what it is?

Fr. Thabo found it very difficult to adapt to the parish when he was appointed to it two years ago because he was coming from an urban parish which had comprised of thirteen small Christian communities. He was at first tempted to bring the whole parish together and ask them to reorganise themselves in terms of neighbourhood groups and so establish themselves in small ecclesial groupings. For him it would have been much easier to coordinate than to have to negotiate with several bodies each with their own constitutions, their own insignia or uniforms and their own vision. However, Fr. Thabo is not one to be hasty and so he took his time to observe and evaluate and he discovered that everyone felt at home in the parish and experienced that they belonged. The different sodalities had created the opportunity for each one to offer their talents and their time in living the Gospel.

· What did Fr. Thabo discover to be the secret of this parish? What brought people together and kept them together?

· From the above story what would you identify as essential for any Small Christian Community as well as for any Church Sodality or Organisation? 

· SCCs and Sodalities need to create a certain sense of belonging if they are to remain vibrant. In what way die Fr. Thabo recognise this?

· What would you guess is the unnamed group? 

Group session 2:

Read from St. Paul, I Corinthians 12:12-30

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body -- Jews or Greeks, slaves or free -- and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the organs in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single organ, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you," nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you." 22 On the contrary, the parts of the body which seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and those parts of the body which we think less honourable we invest with the greater honour, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving the greater honour to the inferior part, 25 that there may be no discord in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honoured, all rejoice together.

27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, then healers, helpers, administrators, speakers in various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?

For group work:

· What does St. Paul identify as the agent for unity in the Body of Christ, the Church?

· From your experience of parish life, can you identify some of the elements in St. Paul with individuals and groups in your parish?

· The unnamed organisation in the first story was the convent of Dominican Sisters. What role do you think they played in the life of the parish described above?

Read the following from the Code of Canon Law.

Can. 536 

§I If, after consulting the council of priests, the diocesan Bishop considers it opportune, a pastoral council is to be established in each parish. In this council, which is presided over by the parish priest, Christ’s faithful, together with those who by virtue of their office are engaged in pastoral care in the parish, give their help in fostering pastoral action.

§2 The pastoral council has only a consultative vote, and it is regulated by the norms laid down by the diocesan Bishop.

Can. 537 

In each parish there is to be a finance committee to help the parish priest in the administration of the goods of the parish, without prejudice to Can. 532. It is ruled by the universal law and by the norms laid down by the diocesan Bishop, and it is comprised of members of Christ’s faithful selected according to these norms.

· What is the role of the Diocesan Bishop, of the parish priest and of the ordinary member of the parish in these structures?

· What do you understand by ‘consultative vote’?

· What are the complementary roles of the Parish Pastoral Council and the Parish Finance Committee?

Group Session 3:

Ask each member to propose an action which would follow-up on the group sharing above. Examples:

· What can we do to establish a sense of identity and belonging?

· What can we do to involve others in leadership?

· What can be done to reach out to those who in phase 1 of the consultation said they feel as though they don’t belong?

Then share with each other the import and the significance of each proposal and set one proposal forward as an action for the whole group deciding the following:

· Who will be responsible for what action?

· Who will give support in doing the action?

· Prepare a time-frame

· How will the follow-up be measured?

Invite some members to make some closing prayers of petition and thanksgiving. If desirable, sing a hymn together.
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INTERDIOCESAN CONSULTATION PHASE II 

INTRODUCTION TO REFLECTION 5


The theme for Phase II of the Interdiocesan Consultation is “The Nature of the Church.” We are all members of the Church and we are all called to be witnesses to the Lord by the way we live our faith. 

To help us understand and deepen our relationship with the Lord and how the Church is the instrument by which Christ can be made present in the world the following methodology for Phase II is being used so that every person can participate individually and with others. 

Use the following steps with each reflection story. 

Read the story, once or twice alone or with others.  

Reflect on its deeper meaning in silence. 

Begin to share/discuss the questions.

Ask yourself how this exercise has deepened your insight into your faith/relationship with the

 Lord/understanding of the Church. 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, INSTRUMENT AND WITNESS OF GOD’S LOVE.

“ Go into the whole world and preach the Gospel to the whole creation’ Mark 16;15. “The task of evangelizing all people constitutes the essential mission of the Church….Evangelizing is in fact the grace and vocation proper to the Church, her deepest identity. She exists in order to evangelize” Ecclesia in africa  55.

Evangelization means being centred on a transforming encounter with the loving person of Christ. Hearing the gospel ought to bring about an overwhelming and exhilarating experience of Jesus Christ who calls each one to follow him in an adventure of faith. E A 57.

John had always wanted to be a priest to serve God.  Though his parents were poor, they educated his vocation.  During his studies tragedy struck his family.  His father died in a road accident and his mother got very ill.  When John was one year before ordination, his mother died leaving him the eldest child of 6.  

To care for his children, John had to leave the seminary.  He got a job teaching in a remote village.  This village was famous for its bad spirit.  There had been a tradition of quarrelling over issues of land for many years.  So now a cold and distant spirit animated the hearts of the people of the village.  The small school was neglected and children attended only on occasions.  There was no clinic in the village because people could not agree on a site.  The roads and bridges approaching the city were long overgrown and neglected.  People could not work together to repair anything.  

John was saddened by the sense of animosity and apathy.  He began teaching in the school but got little cooperation from children or parents.  He persisted.  He saw his task as a continuation of his desire to serve Christ.  He continued his life of prayer and on Saturday mornings he invited the children to form a choir.  At first they were very hesitant.  Because of the kindness they found in John, the children began to volunteer.  They had fine voices and soon there was a nice choir at the school.  On Sunday mornings John invited the children to sing and he would read the scriptures and the story of Jesus to them. The children began to change.  Even though they came from different and opposing families, they now found a common bond in John ,in his warmth, in his honesty, in his friendliness and in his prayerfulness.  They loved the story of Jesus of whom John spoke.  Some of the children saw something of Jesus in John.  

Living in this village, John stayed with an old couple.  They were very poor.  The old man had long been crippled.  His neighbours ignored him and mocked him.  John cared for the old couple.  He repaired their garden and their lawn.  He grew vegetables and flowers at the back of the house.  When the old man died, John and a few of the children celebrated a simple funeral for him.  No one else attended.

John now lived with the old lady and of course the people spoke.  When they passed by they looked at him with knowing sneers on their faces.  

On Saturdays John brought the children with him home to visit the old lady. They fetched water and fire wood, they  washed and painted.  The children adopted the old lady and enjoyed her stories.  When she died, all the children came with fresh flowers and beautiful hymns to accompany her to the grave.  

The hard hearted people of this village noticed a change in their children.  They became aware of a new goodness, a new light as it were, in their village.  With John they came together and built a simple chapel at a central site. They began to pray and praise God together.  They were changed, the spirit of God, the spirit of His church, permeated all their hearts.

John in this story shines with the light of Christ.  He brings something of the hope and goodness of Christ to a suffering village.  “The Church has no other light than Christ; according to a favourite image of the church fathers, the church is like the moon, all its light reflected from the sun.

Questions:

a) Have you personally experienced the goodness of Christ through the church?  Recall silently your own experiences of meeting the goodness of Christ in the church. Share that with others.

b) I am the vine you are the branches.  He who abides in me bears fruit in plenty.  Is the presence, the activity of Jesus felt in our church.  Do I give expression in any way to the goodness of Jesus whom I meet in the Sacraments and in the church.

c) In what way do you think that John in this story reflected the person of Jesus for the people of his time? Are there areas in our parish which need reconciliation and peace?  

“The Mystery of the Holy Church is manifested in her very foundation, for the Lord Jesus inaugurated her by preaching the Good News, that is the coming of God’s kingdom, which for centuries had been promised in the scriptures” “ The time is fulfilled, the kingdom of God is at hand.” (Mark 1 v.15) In Christ’s word, in his works and in His presence, this kingdom revealed itself to men.  The Word of God is like a seed sown in a field.  Those who hear the Word with faith and become part of the little flock of Christ, have received the kingdom itself.  Then by its own power the seed sprouts and ripens until harvest time.  Before all things, however, the kingdom is very clearly in the very person of Christ, Son of God and Son of Man, “who came to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). When Jesus rose up again after suffering death on the cross for mankind, he manifested that he had been appointed Lord, Messiah and Priest forever, and he poured out on his disciples the spirit promised by the Father. (Acts 2:33)

The Church consequently equipped with the gifts of our founder and faithfully guarding his precepts of charity, humility and self-sacrifice, receives the mission to proclaim and to establish among all peoples the kingdom of Christ and of God.  She becomes on earth the initial budding force of that kingdom.  While she slowly grows, the church strains towards the consummation of the kingdom and with all restraint hopes and desires to be united in glory with her king.
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INTERDIOCESAN CONSULTATION PHASE II 

INTRODUCTION TO REFLECTION 6


The theme for Phase II of the Interdiocesan Consultation is “The Nature of the Church.” We are all members of the Church and we are all called to be witnesses to the Lord by the way we live our faith. 

To help us understand and deepen our relationship with the Lord and how the Church is the instrument by which Christ can be made present in the world the following methodology for Phase II is being used so that every person can participate individually and with others. 

Use the following steps with each reflection story. 

Read the story, once or twice alone or with others.  

Reflect on its deeper meaning in silence. 

Begin to share/discuss the questions.

Ask yourself how this exercise has deepened your insight into your faith/relationship with the

 Lord/understanding of the Church. 

THE CHURCH IS THE FAMILY OF GOD, COMMUNION WITH EACH OTHER

“From the beginning Jesus associated his disciples with his own life, revealed the mystery of the kingdom to them and gave them a share in his mission, joys and sufferings.  Jesus spoke of a still more intimate communion between him and with those who followed him; “abide in me, and I in you… I am the vine, you are the branches” (John 15:4), and he proclaimed a mysterious and a real communion between his own body and ours; “he who eats my flesh and drinks my blood abide in me and I in him” (John 6:56)

When his visible presence was taken from them at the ascension, Jesus did not leave his disciples orphans.  He promised to remain with them until the end of time; he sent them His Spirit as He promised on the night before He died.  (John 14.)   As a result, by  communicating His Spirit to His Church, called together from all peoples, Christ made them mystically into His own body. (Lumen Gentium No.7).  We who are one body in Christ are the family of God. In Christ we are deeply bonded with each other.

The comparison of the church with the body casts light on the intimate bond between Christ and his church.  Not only is she gathered around him; she is united in him, in his body.  Three aspects of our communion with Christ are to be more specifically noted:  the unity of all members with each other as the result of their union with Christ; Christ as head of the body; and the church the bride of Christ.

A young girl was preparing for her marriage.  She planned to make a very special bridal dress for herself, as she was a dress maker.  She needed a very specific material for her bridal dress.  For this material she searched near and far.  Even though shops had a great variety nothing seemed to satisfy the girl.  

In a large city store and she went through one specimen after another.  Eventually an assistant in the shop asked her ; “ please, madam, explain to us what exactly you are looking for”?  The girl explained “I need a material that has a certain rustling sound to it”.  The assistant asked “Why do you want such a material”.  The girl replied “because my groom to be is blind, and on the day of the wedding in the church, in the festivities, I want him in his blindness to know that he is not alone.  In our marriage we will become husband and wife.  I want him to know that all times I am right beside him.  I want him to hear and perceive that we are very close together  on this lovely day.

In this story we get an understanding of love.  This girl understood clearly what marriage was about.  It was about friendship and unity.  

Let us think now of the unity, the marriage between Jesus and his church.  Jesus also wanted us to perceive that he is always close to us.  The night before he died he told his disciples I am not going to leave you orphans.  I am coming back.  I will send you the Holy Spirit – he will teach you all things.  And so Jesus had left us at it were with the gentle sound of his rustling presence.  He does this through the church.  The church is meant to remind us of the presence of the Lord. We are united in the church by a common faith, by a common sacrifice, by the Word of God, by common prayers, by the Eucharist and by the continual coming together to pray together.  All of these moments are moments in which the rustling presence of Jesus can be heard.

Questions:

Do I perceive the presence of Jesus in my church?

In what way  do I perceive that Jesus is present in the church?

Can I recall a moment in which I was vividly aware of the presence of Christ in his church?

Is our church cold and dead so that people do not perceive the life of God in it?  Why?

How can we express more clearly the sense of being one body in Christ in our church?

Do youth perceive that Jesus is present in the way we pray, receive the sacraments , respect each other, in our devotion and fervor?

Head and members of the church form as it were one and the same mystical person.  A reply of St Joan of Arc to her judges at her trial sums up the faith of the holy doctors of the church and good sense of the believers. “About Jesus Christ and the church, I simply know they are just one thing, and we shouldn’t complicate the matter”

“Through baptism we are formed in the likeness of Christ;  ”For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body’ 1 Cor 12;13). Truly partaking of the body of the Lord in the breaking of the Eucharistic bread, we are taken up into communion with Him and with one another.  “ Because the bread is one, we though many, are one body, all of us who partake of the one bread” 1Cor 10;17. In this way all of us are made members on His Body ! Cor 12;27, but severally members one of another Rom 12;5. As all the members of the human body, though they are many, form one body, so also are the faithful in Christ” Lumen Gentium 7.

From the Synod of Africa; “ This Synod takes the Church as God’s Family as its guiding idea for the evangelization of Africa. The Synod Fathers acknowledge it as an expression of the Church’s nature  particularly appropriate for Africa. For this image emphasizes care for others, solidarity, warmth in human relationships, acceptance, dialogue and trust. The new evangelization will thus aim at building up the Church as Family… (Ecclesia in Africa 62)
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The theme for Phase II of the Interdiocesan Consultation is “The Nature of the Church.” We are all members of the Church and we are all called to be witnesses to the Lord by the way we live our faith. 

To help us understand and deepen our relationship with the Lord and how the Church is the instrument by which Christ can be made present in the world the following methodology for Phase II is being used so that every person can participate individually and with others. 

Use the following steps with each reflection story. 

Read the story, once or twice alone or with others.  

Reflect on its deeper meaning in silence. 

Begin to share/discuss the questions.

Ask yourself how this exercise has deepened your insight into your faith/relationship with the

 Lord/understanding of the Church. 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IS THE CHURCH OF THE APOSTLES OF JESUS.

The church is apostolic because she is founded on the apostles in three ways “she was and remains built on the foundation of the apostles and witnesses chosen and sent on mission by Christ himself.”  The church is apostolic with the help of the spirit dwelling in her, the church keeps and hands on the teachings, the good deposit, and the salutary word she has heard from the apostles.  The church is apostolic – she continues to be taught, sanctified and guided by the apostles until Christ returns. Catechism of the Catholic Church 857.

“In order that the mission entrusted to them might be continued after their death, the apostles consigned to their immediate collaborators the duty of completing and consolidating the work they had begun, urging them to tend to the whole flock, in which the Holy Spirit had appointed them to shepherd the Church of God. This work is continued by the bishops.

The History of the Church 

After  the death of Jesus we read in the Acts of the Apostles that the church moved out from Jerusalem to Samaria and eventually to the great cities of the world and Rome, the world capital at that time.  Over the centuries the church slowly moved around the Mediterranean sea and to all the countries of North Africa, into Syria and the Middle East, and into the countries of Southern Europe.  For four hundred years the church was persecuted by the pagan Roman Empire but then the  Empire became Christian.  

The church has been in Africa from the very beginning. It is understood that St Mark founded the church in Egypt in Alexandria, we remember Philip who baptized the Ethiopians, and we have Simon of Cyrene who helped Jesus carrying the Cross, a man from a village in North Africa.  

In the middle ages Franciscan Missionaries brought Christ back to areas which had been overrun by Moslems.  After the 16th century, the church began to move into the coastal areas of Africa south of the equator.  The first Masses were said in South Africa around the year 1500.  It was however only in 1806 that the Catholic church was free to exercise its ministry in South Africa.  In 1837 the Holy See appointed a Bishop as Vicar Apostolic of Cape Town.  Over the years the church entered more and more deeply in to what is now the region of Southern Africa. For many years the Catholic Church was prevented by the authorities from entering the Transvaal, as it was then known. However, with the development of mining and industry and the demands of Catholics the Oblates of Mary Immaculate were able to found churches in Kimberley, Pretoria and Johannesburg and then over the rest of the area.

Though not favoured by successive governments in the past the catholic church grew throughout Southern Africa. It gave the countries  55 magnificent hospitals and innumberable clinics. At times 20% of Southern African children were educated in Catholic schools, famous for their academic distinction.

While religious orders and priests were very active in spreading the faith it was often Christian families which brought the Church to every corner of our Southern African countries. For example a group of men from the rural villages in Pondoland worked in Durban.  They worked loading ships at the docks.  Nor far from Durban they saw the wonderful work done by the Mariannhill Missionaries establishing education for all races, trade schools, skills for girls and boys, clinics, hospitals and all kinds of trades.  They wanted something like that for their own children.  They wanted their own children to be trained to come to know this Christ who is the source of such good work.

The Missionaries in Mariannhill sent them as missionaries to spread their own faith in their home villages.  For a number of years, these men continued to do that.  At Easter time each year they walked for days  to bring their catechumens for baptism at great missions like Lourdes in Umzimkhulu.  Eventually the church was established in their own villages.

In modern times, a large number of RDP houses, 4000 in fact, were built beside a modern South African town.  These people came from farms, from Lesotho, from villages in the Transkei.  One catholic lady visited every single house and brought them together to pray.  Through her work, a crèche was established,  churches built, and now a huge centre caters for the sick and caters for training programmes,  for the children, for the old aged. In the centre is a magnificent church.  This church gives life and meaning to all that takes place in that town.

Questions:

How did my family come to know Christ?  Reflect and investigate and share.

How did our parish, or our community begin.

Do I have love for my faith, am I confident in sharing it? Am I bringing that Gospel to a new generation, to new places, to new work places, to new responsibilities, to create a new South Africa?

When did I make a personal commitment or surrender to Jesus as my personal saviour.

The Catholic Catechism writes;  “The whole Church is apostolic, in that she remains, through the successors of St Peter and the other apostles, in communion of faith and life with her origin; and in that she is sent out into the whole world.  All members of the Church share in this mission, though in various ways. The Christian vocation is, of its nature, a vocation the apostolate as well. Indeed, we call an apostolate “every activity of the Mystical Body that aims to spread the Kingdom of Christ over all the earth” Art 863

Many of us today are Catholics because of the firm faith of our parents, grandparents, and those before them.  They held on to the faith in times of difficulty and suffering, in exile and in strange new cities. The importance of popular piety, devotions to the Sacraments, the Way of the Cross, devotion to Mary and the saints, pilgrimages, processions, all these give expression to our faith.  By these means all the faithful are engaged in spreading God’s word. However, above all, by our personal life, our dedication to the people around, we are all witnesses of Christ. 
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The theme for Phase II of the Interdiocesan Consultation is “The Nature of the Church.” We are all members of the Church and we are all called to be witnesses to the Lord by the way we live our faith. 
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FAITH LIVED IN CHARITY; THE CHURCH IS HOLY.

 In the Acts of the Apostles we read; “ They devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.  All the believers were together and had everything in common.  Selling their possessions and goods they gave to everyone as he had need.  Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.  They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people.  And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved”. Chapter 2:42  

Imagine for a moment  you visit an early Christian community.  We go to visit the home of Simon Peter at Capernaum.   As we enter this house of prayer one evening we see gathered around us many of those who knew Jesus personally.  Perhaps many of those who were healed by him are present.  For Jesus did many of his miracles around Peter’s home at Capernaum. 

We find in this community a great sense of community.  They are a small group.  They have been cast out by the parent group in the Jewish church.  They are in danger from all sides.  They are poor people and they have no one to protect them beyond their own faith and their love for each other.  Their lives are filled with a sense of the closeness of Jesus.  Their abiding memory of him is one of love, His marvelous love.  Knowing him, they love one another. They are holy people, that is, their faith is expressed in love.

In 1970 a young married teacher lived in Gauteng. He was a devout man, a man of faith. He had a great love for his wife and five children.  This love was soon tested in that his wife became very ill. Surgeons told her that she would have to go to the United States for any hope of successful treatment,  

This teacher, because he loved his wife and children, even though his wages and salary was small, borrowed money from other teachers, from banks, from family and friends, in order to be able to send his wife the United States.  

The news he got from the United States was good, his wife was responding to treatment.  But he had heavy debts.  His faith and his love seemed to give him energy.   He taught school all morning, he took another job driving a taxi during the night, and in his free time he gathered his children around him to pray together.

It was with joy that he received word from his wife that she would return on the 20th December.  The family would be together again for Christmas.  However, just a few nights later, before his wife arrived, he was murdered in his taxi.  His wife returned for his funeral.

I speak of this man because in him we see a Christ-like love.  He had forgotten himself. He was living for others. He gave his life for his family. He was a holy man.

This man however did not know he would die because of his love.  Jesus did know that he would die because of his love.  Three times in Luke chapter 9, Jesus tells us that he would die in Jerusalem.   Yet he went there in order to liberate us, in order to open the door of heaven, in order to reveal a new way, in order to give us a new temple, in order to bring us to union with our heavenly Father.

St Luke wrote two books.  The first book is the Gospel.  In it he tells us the life and miracles, the works and goodness of Jesus Christ.  The second book is the Acts of the Apostles.  In this book he shows us the apostles after the death of Jesus.  But what is remarkable and marvelous is that the apostles now do the same things that Jesus did.  They do it with the power of the risen Jesus. They  raise the dead like Jesus did, they  cure the cripples as Jesus did, they healing the sick as Jesus did, they drive out evil spirits as Jesus did.  St Luke is teaching us that Jesus continues to work in the church today.  He continues that work in you and me.

Questions:

Because of their faith and knowledge of Jesus the early Christians had great love for one another, are there signs in our Church of a love which shows that we too know Jesus?

Would young people feel there is something special about our community?

Do we share the Word of God ? Can I share my experience that Jesus is still at work today?  Can I create prayer groups, small Christian communities where I can witness to Christ in my own life?

Have I ever experienced the joy of bringing someone to God?

Is there a sense of community in our church? Do I personally care for the Christians living close to me?  Are there common celebrations in the parish?   Do we do anything in common together as a parish?

Our countries in Southern Africa have great disparities, some are very rich and many are very poor. Is this right for Christian people?  Do I give Christian witness for justice at work, in business, in the Trade Union, in the civic and political organizations?

Pope Benedict tells us; “Being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a Person which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction. It means meeting Jesus now. Since God has first loved us, love is now no longer a mere command; it is the response to the gift of love with which God draws near to us.  The church realizes herself precisely from carrying out her task of proclaiming the Gospel and transmitting the Christian faith.

Our Catholic Church is the mother of saints. A saint is someone who lives their faith in love.  We remember Mary the mother of God, St Paul, St Francis of Assisi, St Therese of Lisieux, Mother Teresa of Calcutta.
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The theme for Phase II of the Interdiocesan Consultation is “The Nature of the Church.” We are all members of the Church and we are all called to be witnesses to the Lord by the way we live our faith. 
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OUR CHURCH

The Women of St Anne, affectionately known as the Mamma Anna’s, were returning from their biennial convention. The bus had a long journey ahead but the women were fired up with enthusiasm.  They had experienced a wonderful sense of belonging and togetherness, admittedly away from their families, but they were returning home revitalised and ready for the road ahead.  Speakers at the convention had addressed important issues.  Where is the Church going in our time, what about our youth and what about our families?  These were the topics that were still going through their heads and were discussed.  

Thelma began, “Why can’t our Sunday Mass or our Communion services be more lively and deal more deeply with our life situations?”   

Mabel responded, “I don’t think so, you know.  We don’t want the priest prying into all the things we do at home do we?   

Thelma said, “Why not?  Is that not what our faith should be about?” 

Doris added, “I don’t know either.  In those Pentecostal churches they don’t address family issues.  There it is all about praying and singing and worshipping God.  We’re too often told about problems and asked for money.”  

Mabel said, “They ask for even more money and people willingly seem to pay up. I don’t understand it.” 

Jessy spoke up from the back of the bus, “There is definitely something about lay involvement and charismatic preachers talking about Jesus, loving Jesus, giving your life to Jesus.  But don’t we do that too?” 

The women reflected, then Thelma began again, “Are we on fire for Jesus, for our Church, for our sodality or what are we passionate about?”  

Doris jokingly said, “As married women don’t you think we could be a bit more passionate about our husbands and our marriage?”    

Mabel took it up again. “Eish maybe, but maybe they could do with some passion for us too.  Let’s organise a retreat for Women of St Anne and their husbands.  We can’t exactly say Women and Men of St Anne, but maybe being together in a sodality for couples might be a good thing.”   

Jessy voiced what some of them were thinking, “For some, yes, but others...” 

So the Women shared and discussed and finally reached a conclusion. Thelma spoke for them all, “We definitely need to report back to our Parish Priest and share our enthusiasm with him. We definitely need to do something positive about bringing more joy into our Church and that includes our families, our domestic churches.  We need to develop a stronger love for Jesus, after all that is what it is all about.”  

In unison they all added, “Alleluia.   Viva.”

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION, SHARING AND DISCUSSION. 

· Where and how is your joy in being a Catholic experienced most strongly?          

· Is your faith life connected to your personal life, your family, marriage, work or hobbies?  Do you experience God’s presence in these areas? 

· What is lacking in your life that brings you suffering and what prevents you from experiencing the peace and joy of the Risen Lord?   

· What is needed to help you live life to the full?

· Pray for healing and for a deeper experience of God’s presence in your life.

SCRIPTURE:   John 15:11 - 17.  Jesus speaks of the  joy he offers and of bearing fruit if we respond to him.  

CHURCH TEACHING:  from Christifideles Laici, The Vocation and Mission of the Lay Faithful . 

“For their work, prayers and apostolic endeavours, their ordinary married and family life, their daily labour, their mental and physical relaxation, if carried out in the Spirit, and even the hardships of life, if patiently borne – all of these become spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  (cf 1 Peter 2:5) During the celebration of the Eucharist these sacrifices are most lovingly offered to the Father along with the Lord’s body.  Thus as worshippers whose every deed is holy, the lay faithful consecrate the world to God.  
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